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Abstract

Historical films and television series are among the most effective tools for representing the past and shaping public perceptions of
history. The present study aims to examine the manner in which the relations between Molla Sadra and the people of power are
represented in the television series Roshantar az Khamushi and to assess the extent of its correspondence with the accounts of
reliable historical sources. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on qualitative content analysis and compares
court figures depicted in the series with accounts found in written historical sources. Findings indicate that the series draws on
artistic reconstruction and ideological meaning-making in its portrayal of the Safavid period by constructing a dramatic and engaging
narrative. Characters with no direct connection with Molla Sadra in historical sources have been transformed in the visual narrative
into his principal supporters or adversaries. In addition, royal authority and the figure of Shah ‘Abbas and his family have been
highlighted, while political conflicts and tensions have been emphasized in order to attract the audience's attention. Therefore, it may
be argued that the series moves away from a documentary reconstruction of history and instead offers its own distinctive “second
narrative” of the Safavid era by means of emphasis on dramatic elements and the transmission of ideological and value-laden
concepts,
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3. Foucault, The Subject and Power, 208, 212; Hall, Representation. Cultural Representations and Signifying Practices, 10-
15,39-40.
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4. Robert Rosenstone.

5. Rosenstone, Visions of the Past. The Challenge of Film to Our Idea of History, 5-9.

6. Rosenstone, Visions of the Past. The Challenge of Film to Our Idea of History, 11-14.
7. Daniel J. Walkowitz.

8. Walkowitz, “Visual History: The Craft of the Historian-Filmmaker,” 57.

9. Alison Landsberg.

10. Landsberg, Prosthetic Memory: The Transformation of American Remembrance in the Age of Mass Cultur, 15-40.
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18. Rosenstone, Visions of the Past. The Challenge of Film to Our Idea of History, 11-14.

19. Representation Theory.
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22. Prosthetic Memory.
23. Landsberg, Prosthetic Memory: The Transformation of American Remembrance in the Age of Mass Culture, 15-40.
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25.Rosenstone, Visions of the Past. The Challenge of Film to Our Idea of History, 11-14.
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