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Abstract

The Safavid period is characterized l)y transformations across a range of fields, including significant innovations in architecture, with
Isfahan emerging as a particularly important site for the development of new forms of expression. The present article seeks to
identify markers of the Safavid period on the basis of innovations in the architecture and urban spaces of Isfahan. It asks which
markers of these innovations can be gained that are designable as markers of the Safavid Period and therefore serve as a basis for
identifying manifestations of modernity during this time. Modernity has generally been viewed as an imported phenomenon. The
significance of this study lies particularly in its contribution to clarifying the beginnings of the modern era in Iran. Systematic review
of the research literature and thematic analysis were employed in two stages: first, to collect the identified innovations and, second, to
extract their markers. Findings indicate six such markers. Together, they depict the Safavid period as a new era characterized by the
relative predominance of secular concerns, greater openness in public spaces, and increased engagement with the wider world.
Within this context, peuple assumed a distinctive position thruugh their role in the representation of government, their entry into
new spheres, their exposure to new rights, and the emergence of the individual as a significant social presence.
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1. Ferreiro et al., "Tradition and Innovation: Between Dynamics and Tensions', 534-535.
2. Trapido, "How Novelty in Knowledge Earns Recognition: The Role of Consistent Identities’, 1489.
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9. Thematic Analysis.
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11. Necipoglu, "Challenging the Past: Sinan and the Competitive Discourse of Early Modern Islamic Architecture”.
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Babaie & Kafescioglu, "Istanbul, Isfahan, and Delhi: Imperial Designs and Urban Experiences in the Early Modern Era’, in A

Companion to Islamic Art and Architecture; Emami, "Coffechouses, Urban Spaces, and the formation of a Public Sphere in

Safavid Isfahan’, Emami, Isfahan; Necipoglu, 'Framing the Gaze in Ottoman, Safavid and Mughal Palaces".
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