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Abstract

Iranians made considerable efforts to establish a modern legalfpoiiticai system and limit and legalize power. However,
they failed at constitutionalizing power. Following the Constitutional Revolution, the drafting of a Constitution, the
foundation of the “Majlis-i Shiira-yi Milli" (National Consultative Assembly), and the restraining of the King’s power,
many anticipated the emergence of a “constitutional” state and government in Iran. Yet, the chaos resulting from the
revolution led to the suspension of constitutionalism. Despite Reza Khan’s rise to power, the restoration of order in
provinces, and the establishment of order based on absolutism, the fundamental problem of constitutionalizing power
remained unsolved. Therefore, the present study poses the research question as follows: Why did the process of
constitutionalizing political power (i.e., limiting and conditioning authority) failed and led to suspension in
contemporary Iran, despite early efforts like the Constitutional Revolution and the drafting of the Constitution? The
study aims at investigating the reasons behind the suspension of Constitutionalism and the persistence of exception in
the political history of contemporary Iran, spanning from the end of the Q4jar era to the first Pahlavi era. In doing so,
the study employs the conceptual framework of “exception and suspension”. The research hypothesis is formulated as
this: The internal structures of the concept of “suspension” and the conceptual framework of “state of exception” can
provide a suitable theoretical answer to the Problem of rejecting the constitutionaiizing of political power in Iran.
Findings show that the inherent conflict between the two states of “chaos” (post-revolution turmoil) and “absolutism”
(authoritarian order) in contemporary Iran has led to the persistent suspension of Constitutionalism and the dominance
of the “exception” state (extralegal or absolute government). A causal analysis of late Qajar and first Pahlavi era using
the theoretical framework of “state of exception” explains an enduring failure to institutionalize law and achieve lasting
constraints on political power.
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63. Calarco & Decaroli, Giorgio Agamben, Sovereignty and life, 41.
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68. Clemens & Others, The work of Giorgio Agamben: law literature, life, 68-69.
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70. Agamben, Homo Sacer: Sovereign power and bare life, 84.
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