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Abstract:

—»

The illustrated manuscript of “7arikh-i Bala‘mi” from the Ilkhanid era is the oldest surviving illustrated copy of this
book and one of the earliest illustrated historical texts in the Persian language. This article aims at studying and
identifying the reflection of Shr§ concepts and beliefs in the illustrations of this manuscript, as well as answering this
question: From which aspects can Shi’i beliefs be traced and identified in the illustrations of the “Tarikh-i Bala‘mi”
manuscript from the Ilkhanid era? The article uses descriptive-analytical and historical approaches and collects data
through library and documentary methods. The investigations carried out highlight the emergence and reflection of
Shi7 beliefs in the illustrations of the aforementioned manuscript. These beliefs can be traced and identified from the
following aspects: 1. Reflection of the concept of hadis-i sagalayn and emphasis on the esteemed status of the AA/ al-
Bayt (the Prophet's household) and purity (peace be upon them) in the genealogy of the Prophet (peace be upon him).
2. The reflection of A/avi thought in several illustrations; with a focus on the prominent role and status of Imam Ali as
the faithful companion of the Prophet, as the heroic champion of the Islamic Path, and as the first in line of Shif

Imamate. 3. The presence of only a few respectahle illustrations of the three righteous caliphs.

Keywords: Ilkhanid Era Art, Illustration, “74rikh-i Bala‘mi”, Shi'a.
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2 This article is extracted from the doctoral dissertation of the first author titled "The Emergence of Sanctimoniousness in Religious Iconography of

Islamic Art" under the supervision of the second and third authors, in the field of Comparative-Analytical History of Islamic Art, from the Faculty of
Art, Shahed University, Tehran.
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1. Freer & Sackler Gallery Online Collection : (F1957.16 ).

2. Fitzherbert, Bal'ami's Tabari: An Mustrated manuscript of Bal'ami's Tarjama-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery of Art, 2-7.
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3. Fitzherbert.

4. Bal'ami's Tabari: An illustrated manuscript of Bal'ami's Tarjama-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery of Art, Washington, 2001.
5. Soucek.

6. "The Life of the Prophet: Illustrated versions".

7. Shani.

8. "A Pictorial Representation of the Hadith al-thaqalayn in an Ilkhanid Copy of Balami”s Tarjuma-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery".
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11. Freer & Sackler Gallery Online Collection : (F1957.16 ). https://www.freersackler.si.edu/collection-area/arts-of-the-islamic-world/
12. Fitzherbert, Balami's Tabari: An Mustrated manuscript of Bal'ami's Tarjama-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery of Art, 2-7.
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20. Alexander, Sociology of the arts exploring fine and popular forms, 21-22.
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22. Fitzherbert, Bal'ami's Tabari: An Mustrated manuscript of Bal'ami's Tarjama-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery of Art, PL26.
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23. Shani, «A Pictorial Representation of the Hadith al-thaqalayn in an Ilkhanid Copy of Balami”s Tarjuma-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer», 281.
24. Soucek, «The Life of the Prophet: Illustrated versions».197-198.

25. Shani,« A Pictorial Representation of the Hadith al-thagalayn in an Ilkhanid Copy of Balami”s Tarjuma-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery»,
287.

26. Soucek, «The Life of the Prophet: Illustrated versions».

27. Fitzherbert, Bal'ami's Tabari: An Mustrated manuscript of Bal'ami's Tarjama-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery of Art, 175.
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33. Shani,« A Pictorial Representation of the Hadith al-thaqalayn in an Ilkhanid Copy of Balami”s Tarjuma-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery»,
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34. Shani,« A Pictorial Representation of the Hadith al-thaqalayn in an Ilkhanid Copy of Balami’s Tarjuma-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery»,
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36. Fitzherbert, Bal ami s Tabari. An Mustrated manuscript of Bal ami s Tarjama-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery of
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39. Fitzherbert, Bal'ami's Tabari: An Mustrated manuscript of Bal'ami's Tarjama-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery of Art, 184.

40. Fitzherbert, Bal'ami's Tabari: An Mustrated manuscript of Bal'ami's Tarjama-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery of Art, PL28.
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55. Fitzherbert, Bal'ami's Tabari: An Mustrated manuscript of Bal'ami's Tarjama-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery of Art, 209.

56. Fitzherbert, Bal'ami's Tabari: An Mustrated manuscript of Bal'ami's Tarjama-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery of Art, 210.
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64. Fitzherbert, Bal'ami's Tabari: An Mustrated manuscript of Bal'ami's Tarjama-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery of Art, 212.
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66. Fitzherbert, Bal'ami's Tabari: An Mustrated manuscript of Bal'ami's Tarjama-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery of Art, 147-148.
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68. Fitzherbert, Bal'ami's Tabari: An Mustrated manuscript of Bal'ami's Tarjama-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery of Art , PL19.

69. Fitzherbert, Bal'ami's Tabari: An Mustrated manuscript of Bal'ami's Tarjama-yi Tarikh-i Tabari in the Freer Gallery of Art, 214.
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