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The Scholarly Functions of Prominent Disciples in the Master-Disciple Tradition of the Mathematical

Sciences in the 7th and 8th Centuries AH

Abstract

This article investigates the scholarly functions of eminent disciples within the master-disciple tradition of
the mathematical sciences in the seventh and eighth centuries AH (thirteenth and fourteenth centuries CE).
Using a historical-analytical approach grounded in primary sources, it examines how disciples contributed
to the preservation, explication, and advancement of their masters’ intellectual legacy, and how their
activities sustained the vitality of scientific culture. The findings indicate that disciples played a crucial role
in safeguarding scientific heritage through manuscript transmission, careful recension, and critical
correction of texts. They also contributed to the interpretive elaboration of earlier works through
commentaries, marginalia, and supplementary notes, thereby enhancing textual intelligibility and facilitating
the systematic organization of inherited knowledge. Beyond these preservative and exegetical functions, a
number of disciples engaged in original inquiry, extending earlier doctrines through complementary
investigations and innovative methods. Focusing on the scholarly circle of Khwaja Nasir al-Din al-Tusi, the

study argues that the master-disciple tradition served not merely as a mechanism of transmission, but as an



intellectual framework that integrated ethical formation, scholarly trust, and critical engagement, thus

enabling both the continuity and the transformation of the mathematical sciences.

Keywords: Master-disciple tradition, mathematical sciences, preservation and safeguarding, interpretation

and elucidation, scientific innovation, Khwajah NasSlr al-Din al-TusI.
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