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Abstract

Throughout the history of pottery and among all the styles of pottery decoration,
gilded glaze has always fascinated people for its glow and reflection. The golden or
gilded tiles began to be used for decorating mihrabs at the beginning of the 7th
century. These masterpieces remaining from the Kharazmshahi, Mongol, Ilkhanate,
and even Timurid periods represent the epitome of decorative techniques utilized for
the construction of mihrabs, but among the monuments remaining from various
historical periods, gilded mihrabs built in the Ilkhanate period are of particular
importance due to their abundance and diversity. Therefore, this research sets out to
study the physical components and the application of visual elements in the gilded
mihrabs built in the Ilkhanate era from an aesthetic approach. The main question of
the present article is “What are the characteristics of physical components used in
gilded mihrabs of the Ilkhanate period?” In order to answer this question, in the first
step, all the gilded mihrabs remaining from the Ilkhanate period are investigated.
Then, to analyze the quality of the physical components of these works, the thematic,
visual and structural characteristics of gilded mihrabs in this historical period are
analyzed. The results highlight the fact that the gilded mihrabs built during the
Ilkhanate period are of desirable quality in the physicai components, but this quality
has deteriorated near the end of the Ilkhanate era, and many of the bright and

luminous features of these works have been lost.

Keywords: Ilkhanate, Architectural decoration, Mihrab, Gilded tiles
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Shangri la, Museum of Islamic Art, Culture & Design, Hawaii (September 2018), Available
at SSRN http://www.shangrilahawaii.org/islamic_art_collection/
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Victoria and Albert Museum, Islamic Arts, London (September 2018), Available at SSRN
https://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/islamic_middle_east
ol 5ol (D90 8 50
Walters Art Museum, Islamic Arts Collections Baltimore, (September 2018), Available at
SSRN https://art.thewalters.org/detail/29876/mihrab_plaque/
www.nmi.ichto.ir i, e 5)5e
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The David Collection, The collections of Islamic Art, Copenhagen, Denmark,
(September 2018), Available at SSRN
https://www.davidmus.dk/en/collections/islamic
ol ) e 8550
The Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) collections encompass the
geographic world and virtually the entire history of art, (September 2018),

Available at https://collections.lacma.org/node/239878

http://gulbenkian.pt LIS &5 40

www.Louvrefr ;b 54 8550
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Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York (September 2018), Available at SSRN

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search#!?q=Mihrab%20Islamic%20Art
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