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Comparative study of the cursive script in the works of Darvish,
Abdulmajid Taleghani and Yadollah Kabuli Khansari; a collection
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Abstract

Cursive calligraphy, one of the striking scripts of the Islamic world, is the third type of
Iranian calligraphy that was invented in the early 11th century AH and later epitomized by
Darwish Abdulmajid Taleghani in the course of its evolution. The style of Darwish and his
disciples is recognized as the old style of the cursive script today. A few centuries later, after
a period of stagnation, Yadollah Kabuli Khansari breathed fresh air into this style. In his
writing, each work acquires its specific form, space and composition, and due to its variety
and novelty, is recognized as the new style of cursive script. The main goal of this paper is
to carry out a comparative study of the cursive script structure in the works of Darwish
Abdulmajid Taleghani, Yadollah Kabuli Khansari; selected artists of both ancient and
contemporary styles. To achieve this goal, attempts have been made to address the issues
related to the similarities and differences in the structure of the cursive scripts of Darwish
Abdulmajid and Yadollah Kabuli. The study covers a collection of the two calligraphers’
works, which were randomly selected based on the extant samples. The results suggest that
the cursive script structures in the works of these two artists, while sharing features such as
diverse shapes of letters and words, curtailed»writing in the elongated space and the use of
colored inks, have some differences including stricter rules for letters and words, clear
combinations without unconventional twists in Darwish works, greater freedom and the
painting-like nature of words in Kabuli’s works.

Keywords: Calligraphy, Cursive Script, Ancient Style, Contemporary Style, Darwish
Abdulmajid Taleghani, Yadollah Kabuli Khansari

1. Original Research
This article is extracted from the first author's master's thesis of the same title, which was written under the supervision of the

second author and the third author at Neishabour University.
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