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v' Footnote: Kennedy, “The Coming of Islam to Bukhara”, in Living Islamic
History.

v Bibliography: Kennedy, Hugh. “The Coming of Islam to Bukhara”. In Living
Islamic History: Studies in Honour of Professor Carole Hillenband, edited by
Yasir Suleiman, 77-91. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2010.
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The Role of Nayshabiir in the Development of Shaykh Saduq’s
Academic Identity and His Compositions

Dr. Hosein Sattar, Assistant Professor, Kashan University

Email: sattar@kashanu.ac.ir

Abstract

Shaykh Sadiiq has been praised for two reasons: The large number of his Mashayikh and the various
Hadith travels that he took. Nayshabiir was one of his destinations. His trip to this city was
advantageous both to himself and to the residents of this city. The present study aims to identify
Nayshabir as a city in the 34 and 4™ centuries A.H./ 9" and 10 centuries A.D., and also to explain
the accomplishments of Sadiiq in this city, as he travelled to collect Hadis and seek inspiration to
write and preserve Hadis and Shia resources. The study also focuses on identifying Saduq’s
Mashayikh in Nayshabir (especially the non-imami Mashayikh) and distinguishing between the
various schools and sects in Nayshabiir and how the residents showd academic tolerance towards
opposing views.

The writer belives that Nayshabiir is the most important city -coming after Qum and Ray (where
Sadiiq resided) - to have provided him with Hadis knowledge.

Keywords: Shaykh Sadiiq, Nayshabar, Kamal al-din, Amali, Hakim Nayshabart
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Abstract

The shift in societal needs from the mid-19" century led to major changes in historiocism and
historiography. From the 20th century onwards, the pace of these changes could be determined and
organized in three main paradigms.

Some historians believe that the past may be reconstructed in the process of being reproduced.
Others have stated that such a practice is impractical duo to the number and magnitude of events.
Therefore, the historian’s purpose is to somehow construct the events, inspired by the past. Such an
inspiration is sometimes related to present or future discourses. At its best, it is close to the heart of
the matter at hand. This setting has laid the foundations for total explanation and adopting some
ideology in the field of history. The third group of scholars are skeptical and believe that
deconstruction is a better practice in understanding the past comprehensively.

The present study draws on major resources and aims to introduce, compare, analyse, and evaluate
each of these models and their findings. Such methodological arrangements highlight the status of
Iranian historipgraphy. Hopefully it would offer a good starting point towards departing from some
of the dead-ends in the field of historiography.

Keywords: Modern, Post Modern, Historiography, Historiocism
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A Cultural-Anthropological Contemplation in the History of Baq'
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Amin Shahbazi, M.A. in Islamic Studies, Culture and Communication, Imam Sadiq University

Abstract

In Islamic and Shi‘a culture, historical subjects dealing with anthropological aspects have often been
neglected. The Baqi‘ cemetery, one of the oldest cemeteries in Islam and a pilgrimage site for Shi‘a
Muslims assumes considerable importance in anthropological studies.

The present study explores the cemetery through the early Hijri centuries/c. 7th century A.D,,
adopting the anthropological approach. It is concluded that Baqr® has mostly served a social-
ritualistic function during this time. From a social point of view, the cemetery was used for
residence, performing prayers, or forming assemblies. From a ritualistic point of view, it was used
for various death rituals of Hijaz residents.

Some of the anthropological and cultural features of this cemetery were revealed in the second
century A.H. Most importantly, the cemetery acquired a legendary status among the Arabs and
certain beliefs were formed regarding this divine and impressive state. Additionally, the cemetery
grew in importance because of its identity. Concurrently with the stabilization of sect-related and
religious identity, signs of sect-related and religious quarrels show up in the death rituals and
especially burial rites at Baqr".

Keywords: Bagqi', Historical Anthropology, Cultural Anthropology
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Abstract

Conducting the mourning rituals of Ash@ira and Ashiiranegari were highly useful practices in order
to preach Shi‘ism and Shia doctrines during the Saffavid period. Among such works, Buhrant's
Madina Ma%jiz al-aimma played a crucial role. Therefore, it proves necessary to analyse the
citations used in this work in reference to Shia resources.

The present essay adopts the mixed method of research. Data is collected through library research,
while statistics and citations are provided in tables and charts in order to recognize the citation rate
after counting the number of citations to Shia and Sunni resources. The study reveals that 95% of
the book’s citations refer to Shi‘a resources, with the remaining 5% referring to Sunni resources. All
in all, the book does not hold a high academic standing because it has made use of unreliable
contemporary resources. Buhrani has used such resources in an act of favoring Sunni manuscripts
and as a kind of ultimatum presented to the Sunnis. Most of the Shi‘a resources used by Buhrani
are related to rituals, pilgrimage, and managib. On the other hand, most SunnI resources cite and
refer to historical events.

Keywords: Hashim Buhrani, Madina Ma%jiz, Pilgrimage and Virtue Books, Historical books
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Abstract

The world of wonders and mysterious phenomena provides man with amusement and at times fills
him with dread. Wonders are a source of fascination to him. Man has always expressed a strong
desire for understanding such phenomena and making contact with them. This desire is represented
in the culture and literature of some human societies in forms of imagination, legend, and myth.
Muslims, too, were extremely fond of this topic. The publication of multiple books titled 4;ayib-
Namih (Books of Wonders) in Islamic culture and civilization proves this fact. In composing such
works, Muslim authors relied on the books written by the ancients, as well as anecdotes told by
their own contemporaries and perhaps personal observations. They were intrigued by a wide array
of wonders, ranging geographically from a large part of the Great Muslim land, to non-Muslim
countries located near and far from it. Among the countries referred to as Dar al-Kufr (The Abode
of Unbelief), China was perceived as a mysterious land in the Muslims’ mind and imagination. This
was due to a its long distance and a lack of communication between the Muslims and the Chinese,
resulting in a lack of knowledge about the culture. The present study aims to explore the portrayal
of this large country (China) as explained in the Muslim ‘Ajayib-writers up to the ninth century
A.H./fifteenth century A.D., using the descriptive-analytical method.

Keywords: China, wonder writing ( ‘4/Zyzb-writing), human and natural wonders.
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