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Re-identifying the Color Violet in Persian Culture and Literature with a Textual Emphasis on
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh (According to the Berlin-Kay Theory)

Mehrab Asadkhani © ) Faculty Member, Department of Visual Communications, Faculty of Arts, University of
Neyshabur, Iran

Email: asadkhani@neyshabur.ac.ir

Abstract:

The term “blue” (as a color) did not appear in Persian literature prior to the 12t century A.H./ 18% century A.D.
However, the term “violet” is frequently mentioned, and especially in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. In spite of this fact, the
Berlianay theory proposes that human languages develop a term for the color blue in their fifth state of evolution; then
developing a term for the color violet in the seventh stage of evolution. The present study aims to answer the following
questions: What are the characteristics of the color violet in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh? To what extend do these
characteristics align with contemporary definitions of the color violent? This study applies the Berlianay theory and
investigates instances of mentioning the color violet in the text of Shahnameh (edited by Khaliq-i Mutlaq). These
instances are then compared with other verses in Shahnameh and other works of Persian Poetry, in order to refpresent
the characteristics of the color violet in the text and its relation to the current definition of violet in Persian language.
The findings showcase that the characteristics of the color violet in Shahnameh concord with the color azure blue and
not with the color of violet as known in contemporary Persian.

Keywords: Berlianay theory, color term, color theory, Ferdowsi, purple, Shahnameh
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Abstract:

The present study surveys the spread and diversity of Waqf endowments in the Ottoman empire (10‘}‘713th
centuries A.H./16%-19%  centuries AD.) according to the documents found in the national archive of
Buigaria. The study aims at identifying the various types of Waq[,- its distribution patterns, and the usages
of Wagf revenues in the Ottoman empire during the specified time span. The documents studied in this
research, in addition to the unpublished records, include 470 records related to Wagf in the Ottoman
empire compiled by the Oriental Department at the St. Cyril and Methodius National Library and
published as the Inventory of Ottoman Turkish Documents about Wagf Preserved in the Oriental
Department at the St. Cyril and Methodius National Library. The study’s main question is: What were the
common types of Wagf and the usages of Wagf revenues in the Ottoman empire? In other words, the study
sets to anaiyze the sources of Waq[ income and its usages in the Ottoman empire according to the
aforementioned documents and during 10th-13% centuries A.H./161-19" centuries A.D. It is concluded that
the highest frequency of Waqf income in 10th and 13th centuries A.H./16th and 19th centuries A.D. was
from leasing endowed properties, while in the 11 century AH./17* century A.D. it came from the Jizyah
taxes in different cities. Additionally, the usage of Wagf revenues include instances such as paying salaries
to the employees in endowed properties, maintaining the endowments, and providing food for the poor.

Keywords: I/Vaq[,- Ottoman empire, economic history, archival documents.
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Abstract:

Myths are symbolic representations of the human beliefs and Perspectives toward the universe, and may undergo
transformation throughout time. In other words, the changes and transformations in human society may affect and
transform the myths, as well. Changes in religion, the industrialization of the society, and the human achievement of
modern knowledge are some of the most significant reasons behind the transformation of a myth. One of the Iranian
myths that have undergone such transformation throughout time is the myth of Aredvi Sura /iné/zita’, also known as
Anahita or Nahid in short. Anahita is a goddess whose name was first mentioned on the inscriptions of Ardishir II in
Hamedan and Shush. On these inscriptions, Anahitd's name directly proceeds Ahira Mazdi, and comes before Mitra
(Mihr). The main question in this research is to analyze the transformation of the myth of Anahita and also its
reproduction in the Islamic period. Previous research has briefly alluded to these similarities. For example, En Islam
Iranien by Henry Carbon is concerned with such issues. The present study attempts to investigate the transformations
of the myth of Anahita, using the qualitative method and the descriptivefanalytical approach. The results indicate that
duo to the existence of similarities between some of Anghitd’s characteristics and Shi7 beliefs, the scene has been set for
the reproduction of this Iranian myth.
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Abstract:

The city of Tabriz, a significant city with valuable monuments and historical sites, has had a major impact on the

preservation and continuity of Iran’s historical and cultural richness. It possesses numerous archetypes. One is the

Grand Mosque of Tabriz, with its historical Mihrab and valuable ornaments dating back to the Ilkhanate era. This

article investigates the patterns and inscriptions on this historical site in order to re-interpret the existing archetypes

with the aim of using them as tools for connecting future social groups. After conducting a study of library resources

and field research (especially photography using the descriptive-analytical method) the archetypes observed in the

Mihrab decorations were classified into seven categories according to the painter, visual aspects, concepts, etc. The seven

categories include: Humanistic, natural, situational, numerical, geometric, corporeal, and animalistic archetypes. The

information was recorded in charts and analyzed accordingly. Among the geometric mandala and spiral archetypes,

numerous types of patterns were used, making it impossible to count the number of repetitions for each type. In

addition, the archetypes of tree and heaven are entwined within the entire Mifrab design, considering botanical

patterns as well.

Keywords: archetypes, semiotics, decorations, Mihrab, The Grand Mosque of Tabriz, Ilkhanate era.
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