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v Footnote: Kennedy, “The Coming of Islam to Bukhara”, in
Living Islamic History.

v" Bibliography: Kennedy, Hugh. “The Coming of Islam to
Bukhara”. In Living Islamic History: Studies in Honour of
Professor Carole Hillenband, edited by Yasir Suleiman, 77-91.
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2010.
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Abstract

The term “a[ft/raqa’[a ” is defined as “culture” in Arabic dictionaries, texts, and contemporary intellectual discourse.
This is a multilayered term, encompassing a wide range of elements such as knowledge and science, moral virtues and
vices, customs and traditions, and patterns of social life. Because of its broad semantic scope, the word is regarded as a
reflection of the intellectual landscape, social organization, and even level of civilization in a society. However, the
historical background of this usage of the term “al-thagafah” in the Arabic language is rather brief. Evidence indicates
that the term was not used in early Islamic centuries with its modern meaning of “culture”, but rather it underwent
semantic transformation and evolution within its historical context. The present study relies on semantic analysis (a
method than enables the reconstruction of word meanings through their contextual usage) in an attempt to explore and
analyze the Arab conception of the word “al-thagafah” in early Islamic centuries, based on the Quran, literary texts, and
historical resources. Findings indicate that the word “a[ftﬁaqa’[a]z” was mainly associated with military contexts,
referring to things such as physical combat, a metal tool for straightening spears, or military expertise. In contrasts,
words such as “sunnat’ (tradition), “ayin” (ritual practice) and “din” (religion) served the meanings associated with
culture in that period. These words were suited to the social structure, belief system, and intellectual frameworks of the
Arab society in that era. From the third century A-H. / ninth century A.D. onward, and at the same time as the
expansion of civilization, transformations in People’s lifestyles, and the ﬂourishing of sciences and knowledge, the word
“a/ft/zaqa’[ab” also underwent a semantic shift and took on meanings such as cleverness, skill, learning, and knowledge.
This gradual process moved the word from its military connotations toward a cultural meaning. In the past century and
a half, Arab modernist thinkers such as Taha Husayn have played a key role in solidifying and expanding the new
usage of “al-thagafah” in the Arabic language by employing it consciously and purposefully in its modern cultural
meaning.

Keywords: “alfl'baqa’fab 7 culture, semantic transformation, sunnat (tradition), conception, Arabs of the early Islamic

centuries
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Abstract

The will to power is the most important philosophical concept for explaining the causes and processes of power
transition, and one of the main driving forces behind the acquisition and maintenance of power. Yet, the will to power
alone is not sufficient to secure or retain authority. Therefore, this study employs a descriptive-analytical-inferential
method and seeks to answer this question: What is the fundamental mechanism of power transition, and what pattern
has power transition followed throughout Iranian history? Findings show that while the will to power is a necessary
condition for acquiring and maintaining power, it is the “spirit of Power” (a broader alternative that encompasses the
will to power) that ultimately provides the grounds for acquiring, maintaining, and expanding power. It is when this
spirit declines that the ruling power gives way to new actors who possess the spirit of power. Consequently, no people,
nation, or region has achieved superior power more than once. Power has shifted not only among people and nations,
but also among social groups and classes.
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A Comparative Analysis of the Design and Color Scheme of a Qgjar-Era Carpet
Preserved in the Carpet Museum of Iran, and the Tilework of the Golestan Palace

Ra’na Mohammad Zade ©

M.A. Graduate, Painting, Faculty of Visual Arts, University of the Arts, Tehran, Iran

Dr. Elahe Panjeh Bashi © (Corresponding Author)
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Abstract

The structural similarity of the motifs used in various types of crafts from a particular historical period is a defining
feature of artistic schools. The present study focuses on identifying the artistic characteristics of the Qajar era. In doing
so, from among the handicrafts that have always attracted attention, a Tehran-made carpet from the Qa'ja'r era has been
selected for study and comparison with the tilework of the Golestan Palace complex, regarding their designs and motifs.
The objective of the study is to conduct a comparative analysis of color schemes and motif designs in selected carpet
and tilework samples. It addresses the following questions: What are the elements of visual similarity between the
mentioned carpet and tilework of Golestan Palace? To what extent has the carpet’s layout received influences from the
decorative tile patterns of the palace? Data has been collected through library research with a historical approach, and
findings have been compared using the descriptive-analytical method. As a result, the study highlights some of the key
structural features of the motifs used in Qa’/'arfera artworks. The colors blue, yellow, and pink emerge as dominant
colors in both the carpet and the tilework. Although they serve different functions, the design and color in the samples
of this study are visually consistent. This point reflects the shared aesthetic conventions of the Qajar era. Among these
motifs, certain elements introduced from the West, such as the pink rose, were assimilated into Iranian artworks with
some modifications by blending with earlier Iranian visual traditions. The carpet, as a handwoven object, is different in
nature from tilework, which serves as an architectural decoration. However, its visual components share similar stylistic
traits with those of the tilework, which is due to their contemporaneity and the artistic spirit (zeitgeist) of the period.

Keywords: Qa'ja'r, Golestan Palace, tilework, carpet design, carpet motifs
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A Theoretical Explanation of the Problem of Constitutionalizing Political Power in
Contemporary Iran
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Abstract

Iranians made considerable efforts to establish a modern legalfpoiiticai system and limit and legalize power. However,
they failed at constitutionalizing power. Following the Constitutional Revolution, the drafting of a Constitution, the
foundation of the “Majlis-i Shiira-yi Milli" (National Consultative Assembly), and the restraining of the King’s power,
many anticipated the emergence of a “constitutional” state and government in Iran. Yet, the chaos resulting from the
revolution led to the suspension of constitutionalism. Despite Reza Khan’s rise to power, the restoration of order in
provinces, and the establishment of order based on absolutism, the fundamental problem of constitutionalizing power
remained unsolved. Therefore, the present study poses the research question as follows: Why did the process of
constitutionalizing political power (i.e., limiting and conditioning authority) failed and led to suspension in
contemporary Iran, despite early efforts like the Constitutional Revolution and the drafting of the Constitution? The
study aims at investigating the reasons behind the suspension of Constitutionalism and the persistence of exception in
the political history of contemporary Iran, spanning from the end of the Q4jar era to the first Pahlavi era. In doing so,
the study employs the conceptual framework of “exception and suspension”. The research hypothesis is formulated as
this: The internal structures of the concept of “suspension” and the conceptual framework of “state of exception” can
provide a suitable theoretical answer to the Problem of rejecting the constitutionaiizing of political power in Iran.
Findings show that the inherent conflict between the two states of “chaos” (post-revolution turmoil) and “absolutism”
(authoritarian order) in contemporary Iran has led to the persistent suspension of Constitutionalism and the dominance
of the “exception” state (extralegal or absolute government). A causal analysis of late Qajar and first Pahlavi era using
the theoretical framework of “state of exception” explains an enduring failure to institutionalize law and achieve lasting
constraints on political power.

Keywords: Q.ijar era, Constitutionalism, political power, becoming constitutionalized, state of exception, suspension
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Abstract

Modernity disrupted the minds and worldviews of the first Iranian travelers to the West, clashing with their symbolic
perspective of culture up to that time. In such a context, modern subjects, spaces, and commodities stood out to the
travelers to an extent that obscured the aims of their mission like a veil. The present study tries to answer this question:
How did the clash between the symbolic and semantic system of Kashf alfMal]jﬁb in Iranian culture and the allegorical
semantic system based on the unveiling of women, spaces, commodities, and modern experience in the West shape
early Iranian travelers’ perception of the West? This study employs Walter Benjamin’s theory and methodology, aiming
to study and analyze the early experiences of Iranians’ traveling to Farang (as reflected in travelogues and other
sources). It is concluded that the Iranian’s first encounter with western modernity was entrapped in binary oppositions
such as good and evil, heaven and hell, and sacred and profane. This was one of the major obstacles hindering an
accurate and precise understanding of the nature of modernity and its central product, which is capitalism. A lingering
sense of shame before the West’s dazzling external magnificence and the central place of feminine allure, along with the
sense of guilt over its corruption preoccupied Iranian modernity for many years to come.
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2. Walter Benjamin.
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3. Benjamin, the Origin of German Tragic Drama,166.

4. Commodification.

5. Liu, Walter Benjamin s Concept of . Experience and His Literary Practice, 11.

6. Roulette.

7. Buck-morss, The Dialectics of Seeing, Walter Benjamin and the Arcades Project, 83.

8. Aura.
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