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v Footnote: Kennedy, “The Coming of Islam to Bukhara”, in
Living Islamic History.

v" Bibliography: Kennedy, Hugh. “The Coming of Islam to
Bukhara”. In Living Islamic History: Studies in Honour of
Professor Carole Hillenband, edited by Yasir Suleiman, 77-91.
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2010.
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Abstract

Dawn has held ritual significance since the beginning of the Islamic era and was particuiarly regarded as an important
time for worship and prayer. The relationship between this perception of dawn and the myths and ritual practices of the
Arabs in the pre-Islamic period remains unknown. Nevertheless, a small number of reports suggest that, on the eve of
the advent of Islam, Arab idolaters Performed certain acts of worship at dawn. This raises the question whether a form
of reaction to these dawn rituals can be identified in the practices, beliefs, and positions of prominent figures of Islam,
early Muslim scholars, and other surviving evidence from the Islamic era. Answering such a question may lead to a
better interpretation of Islamic verses and narrations, as well as a deeper understanding of the religious and cultural
transformations of early Islam. The present study is undertaken with this objective. The study seeks to pursue a
genealogical investigation of dawn worship in the eariy Islamic period through a cross-cultural analysis of ritual
traditions. To this end, it examines Islamic hadiths and narrations, the statements of early Qur’anic exegetes, the poetry
of Arab poets living in periods close to the advent of Islam, and surviving evidence from various ancient Semitic
cultures. By drawing on this body of evidence, the study seeks to reconstruct an understanding of the ritual practices of
the Arab idolaters contemporary with Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and, based on parallels between evidence from
antiquity and the early Islamic period, to reconstruct the intervening period between them. The study assumes that if
the accounts of the Islamic period and the statements of prominent figures of Islam in the first century A.H. are
interpreted on the basis of surviving evidence concerning myths and rituals prevalent in various Semitic cultures, they
can reflect important information about dawn rituals in the pre-Islamic period. The hypothesis of the study is that
various morning acts of worship in the Islamic period emerged as a kind of reaction to the dawn rituals of the idolaters;
such an inter-ritual reiationship can be identified, for example, in the recommendation to eat the suhdir, the words of
the ’azan and ’iqjma/i, the dawn prayer, and the Prescribed time for performing it.

Keywords: Dha al-Shara (Dusara/Dushara), Shahar, Manat, Thda al-Kubar, Prayer (Salat), History of Islamic Rituals,
History of Ideas.
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73. See: Brzozowska, “The Goddesses of Pre-Islamic Arabia (Al-Lat, Al-'Uzza, Manat)”, 62.
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Abstract

Humans are repositories of time, yet sharing the same historical experiences does not necessarily correlate with being
influenced by those experiences in the same way. This difference has contributed to the formation of historical and non-
historical societies. These are concepts that concern historical background and the degree to which societies are
impacted by history. The study employs an analytical-inferential method and a historical-philosophical approach, and
seeks to answer the following question: What is the factor behind the formation of historical and non-historical
societies, and what impact does it have on these societies’ approaches to change and modernity? Findings suggest that
overcoming nature, submitting to a system-building and model-making authority, the accumulation and durability of
civilizational manifestations, and engagement with complex intellectual issues are the most important factors and
prerequisites for the formation of historical societies. In contrast, a balanced relationship with nature, a life free from
political control, an inability to generate and preserve manifestations of civilization or to indigenize its borrowed
elements, and engagement with superficial challenges have Prevented societies from entering the process of becorning
historical. As a result, non-historical societies have remained young, while historical societies have undergone aging.
This distinction leads to the resistance of historical societies to imposed modernity and the greater readiness of non-
historical societies to embrace superficial modernity.
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Abstract

John Derek Latham (1927—2005) is a late British linguist and Orientalist and considered among the pioneers of
research in the field of social history of warfare. His well-known work in this field is entitled Saracen Arc[zery, which is
an English translation and interpretation of an Arabic treatise on archery. Latham has also published several articles on
this subject, including “The Archers of the Middle East: The Turco-Iranian Background,” published in 1970. The
present study aims to review the content of this article and examine Latham’s views on a neglected aspect of the history
of the East. On the one hand, Latham argues that Muslims developed a credible educational system for the instruction
of archery skills. This system not only drew upon a rich body of Persian terminology but also derived prestige from the
reputation of the Sisanian kings in the art of archery. On the other hand, it is argued that archers from the Iranian
cultural sphere came to be recognized as some of the system’s most renowned and distinctive masters. A further aim of
Latham’s study was to identify evidence of comparable Turkish influences on the archery techniques and practices of
Muslims.
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Abstract

The Astan Quds Razavi Museum houses one of Iran’s most valuable collections of cultural and artistic heritage,
including a diverse range of historical artifacts and documents. A portion of these garments are embellished with coin
embroidery and decorated with coins dating from different historical periods and varying in material and size. Given the
diversity of the largely undocumented coin-embroidered garments Preserved in the museum’s treasury, this study asks
what can be learned from their analysis regarding garment types, coin fineness, the quality of coin stitching and
attachment, and the use of these garments. The study aims to identify the qualitative characteristics of coin embroidery
and their application in garment decoration, drawing on the archives of the Astan Quc/s Razavi Museum in order to
investigate the social status of the garments’ owners. The research is developmental in nature and employs a descriptivef
analytical approach, using both documentary and field-based methods for data collection. Findings indicate that coin
embroidery was used most extensively on women’s garments, where a wide variety of coins differing in type, size,
material, form, and color were used across different parts of the garment, often in combination with other decorative
techniques such as embroidery. These garments were worn on particular occasions and in specific ceremonial contexts
and belonged Predominantly to the privileged classes of society. Their use extends from the Safavid period through the
Pahlavi period.

Keywords: Astan Quds Razavi Museum, Coin Embroidery, Garment Decoration, Safavid Period, Qajar Period.
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Abstract

The Safavid period is characterized l)y transformations across a range of fields, including significant innovations in architecture, with
Isfahan emerging as a particularly important site for the development of new forms of expression. The present article seeks to
identify markers of the Safavid period on the basis of innovations in the architecture and urban spaces of Isfahan. It asks which
markers of these innovations can be gained that are designable as markers of the Safavid Period and therefore serve as a basis for
identifying manifestations of modernity during this time. Modernity has generally been viewed as an imported phenomenon. The
significance of this study lies particularly in its contribution to clarifying the beginnings of the modern era in Iran. Systematic review
of the research literature and thematic analysis were employed in two stages: first, to collect the identified innovations and, second, to
extract their markers. Findings indicate six such markers. Together, they depict the Safavid period as a new era characterized by the
relative predominance of secular concerns, greater openness in public spaces, and increased engagement with the wider world.
Within this context, peuple assumed a distinctive position thruugh their role in the representation of government, their entry into
new spheres, their exposure to new rights, and the emergence of the individual as a significant social presence.

Keywords: Safavid period, innovation, architecture, urban space, Isfahan.
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Abstract

Historical films and television series are among the most effective tools for representing the past and shaping public perceptions of
history. The present study aims to examine the manner in which the relations between Molla Sadra and the people of power are
represented in the television series Roshantar az Khamushi and to assess the extent of its correspondence with the accounts of
reliable historical sources. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on qualitative content analysis and compares
court figures depicted in the series with accounts found in written historical sources. Findings indicate that the series draws on
artistic reconstruction and ideological meaning-making in its portrayal of the Safavid period by constructing a dramatic and engaging
narrative. Characters with no direct connection with Molla Sadra in historical sources have been transformed in the visual narrative
into his principal supporters or adversaries. In addition, royal authority and the figure of Shah ‘Abbas and his family have been
highlighted, while political conflicts and tensions have been emphasized in order to attract the audience's attention. Therefore, it may
be argued that the series moves away from a documentary reconstruction of history and instead offers its own distinctive “second
narrative” of the Safavid era by means of emphasis on dramatic elements and the transmission of ideological and value-laden
concepts,
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4. Robert Rosenstone.

5. Rosenstone, Visions of the Past. The Challenge of Film to Our Idea of History, 5-9.

6. Rosenstone, Visions of the Past. The Challenge of Film to Our Idea of History, 11-14.
7. Daniel J. Walkowitz.
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9. Alison Landsberg.

10. Landsberg, Prosthetic Memory: The Transformation of American Remembrance in the Age of Mass Cultur, 15-40.
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22. Prosthetic Memory.
23. Landsberg, Prosthetic Memory: The Transformation of American Remembrance in the Age of Mass Culture, 15-40.
24. Convergence of History and Visual Media.
25.Rosenstone, Visions of the Past. The Challenge of Film to Our Idea of History, 11-14.
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Abstract

The Iranian Constitutional Revolution (1285-1304 A.S./1906-1925 A.D.) was a major arena for the contest between the
discourses of tradition and modernity. The present article studies the ways in which these two discourses were
represented in the press of Mashhad. Drawing on Michel Foucault’s concept of “power/knowledge,” the study employs
qualitative discourse analysis to examine six prominent newspapers from Mashhad: Khurshid, Bisharat, Tis, S]zarqfi
Iran, ]aba’nfi Zanan, and Bahar. The sample under study consists of 175 key texts (articles and editorials) from the
Constitutional period. Findings indicate that the press in Mashhad did not merely reflect the news. Rather, they
functioned as forces of “technology of power” and redefined concepts such as “law,” “freedom,” “justice,” and “national
identity.” Through various discursive strategies (such as the synthesis of religious and modern concepts or the
construction of new forms of subjectivity) these media outlets sought to break the traditional order of discourse and
construct a new subject (the informed citizen). The study illustrates that a Foucauldian approach to discourse analysis
can uncover the hidden mechanisms through which truth was produced in the Constitutional era press and shed light
on the active role of the media in society’s transition to modernity.

Keywords: Iranian Constitutionalism; Mashhad Press; Discourse of Modernity; Discourse of Tradition; Foucauldian
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